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Anton  Heitmuller,  Proprietor! 
of  Antique  Store,  Shows    I 
Nactrieb  Painting. 


By    DAVID    RANKIN    IJ.llJlilF 

Anton  Heitmuller  is  a  dealJ  ,n 
antiques.  His  shop  on  Fourteenth 
sfeet,  just  beyond  Thomas  Circle  is 
musty    with    age    and    cluttered    up 

known  to  man.     Do  you  want  a  real 

Indian   bow   and   a   quiver  of  arrows' 

|  He  will  produce  it  before  your  words 

oieredskinndttllyOU   «-  "i^S 

then      h       '     VVh°     made     them.     and 

then,    by    way    of    variety,    give    you 

their  social  history  y    ' 

Wherever    men    collect    old    things 

his   name  is  known,   chiefly    however 

j  among    that    growing    tribe    who    are 

I  known    as    collectors    of    Lincolnana 

c0oirecrn-Lchiesctahr;heGumh" 

-W.      NowhI  "am  t  dV^esen? 

owner   holds   It   at   $1,000,000.  PWhen 

unWaaL    ?°Sfd  >0i   an°ther    was    be" 

oUn   and  slowly  through   the   years   it 

|  has  been  taking  shape  J       S  Jt 

I  £,  -ft*  °f  ,thC  Linco,n  collection 

heitmuller    has    been    a    collector    nf 

I  P*^s-    On  his  walls  now  you  wm 

I"  WhatT/h6?  P'eCiOUS   tt'°rks  °<  S 
what  is  that  worth?"  you  ask-  him 

pointing    to    a    painting*  1 1  at    strCs 

'your  f.aThyV  "N°thing  '  he  ™  ten 
I  *?"■  .,  That  Is  the  last  piece  of  a 
,  collection  I  once  owned.    Three  hun- 

mrough    this    shop    and    are    now    in 
lone  private  gallery.     When VatVl- 

th7n  t  1lsposed  of-  this  Painting  will 
then  take  on  a  value." 


Metriculous   Details. 

Have  you  ever  seen  such  a  portrait 
t       Take  this  glass,"  Anton  Heltmul- 

g  a<-£ayS.'.MandKng  y°U  a  ]*r^  reading 
glaoc.       Now   bend  over  the   face  and 
look  at  the  tiny  blood  vessels."    You 
bend    and   you   look.     And    then   you 
back  away   and   keep  retreating   until 
you    are   far   enough   off   to   get     ha 
I  Perspective  which  your  sight  tells  you 
cnrf     ^oW  you  see  that  yOU  ^ 
facing    an    almost    speaking    likeness 
of    the   great    Virginian,      if    you    are  | 
familiar    with    Dykaar's    portrait!    in  ! 
marble,  you  know  what  I  mean      Ex 
pens  pronounce   it   »  very  rare   por 

All  the  time  you  are  looking  at  the 
^cture   Anton   Heitmuller   Is   talking 

hiyc°hU-nThatiS  thC  ma^>™s  trick 
if  nl8  "equine  antique  dealers  and 
11    merchants   of   Persian    rugs    have 

JwthtT,?1*"   °ne   ^   k«P   silent, 
-ut  the  talk  somehow  does  not  dis- 
ract  your  attention   but  rather  fixes 
■  t.    And  while  I  sat  absorbed  in  com 
"union    with    the   soldier    whom    the 

•orsh.nf0dIOWfed   mt°   ba"le   »«a   »St 
vorshiped    of    all    men,    this    is    the 

Sullt7ola'^.°riffinthatAnton 

jA,P?r5alt    Palnter    named    M     S 

'ears,  when  steamboating  was  a  rich 

T  ofP  na^r ',  he  ""orfted"  num- 
ber of  palatial  steamboats  on  the 
Jhto  and  Mississippi  Rivers  This 
,ave  him  notoriety,  if  not  fame  and 
pened  the  doors  of  many  casTles  for 
»s  higher  art  of  portrait  painting.  \ 
Many  Lincoln 


17,    1932 


Portraits. 


Mellow   With   Aj;,.. 

admire16,  V°U   SH    and    ^ow    with 
admiration   for   the    beautiful    paint- 
,  ing  and   your  desire   to   own   it   feeds   l"'c"le 
the *£?!«{'  SCeS'  y°U  begln  to  taJk  of   *°bert     Browning,      the     po»t 
the    painters    Anton    Heitmuller    h„.,Browmng-s    portrait    Nachmeb 


as   AhrgflhhOSe  Wh0  sat  to  hjs  brush 

is    Abraham   Lincoln,   of   whom    he 

ade  a  number  of  portrait,.    As  The  e 

11   have   whiskers  it   must  have   b»en 

,  '"ring    the    presidential    vear,        -r-h"  I 

,'amous    Gunther    collection    in    ch  - 

SSL  Lsr'r£ of  these  ***&,  Po  " 

After   th       Heitmuller  has  seven* 
in  New  ^rkWnar,he  °pened   a  stud'° 

made    a    W  many  famous   men 

made    a    beaten    path    to    it     Amon~ 

hem    were    Edwin    Booth,    the    great 
tragedian    and    brother    or      h      g 
talented     John     W,l£    lofh;  "and 

For 
must 


known    in   his    72    years.      He    admits  „ —    "■— 

Maybe    you    can    add    a  have  6one  to  Europe,  for  there  is 


that   many. 

dozen  more  to  it     For" tVsToiT'an"  record"  of\h"  ""'"^  l0r  there  ls  "° 


moving  aside  one  after  another  I,1  State-  Pr«iden  McK  "  .  "  °f 
dozen  or  more  large  frames  th°  sun  1CUlarJy  ^mired  some  i?  '  y  par- 
stacked  one  ln  frSnt  of  thVo  ^'te    and    became  'posses^ or    n,  P°r- 

back  in  the  darkest  corner  of  hfs  olj   hat  h^  much  »ked  '    °f   °ne 


curiosity   shop. 

n^'tt11  h?  flnally  "Poses  it  to  view 

Mch   tn  h,U'ltS  abOUt  /or  a  sP«t  on 

4vl    of      PlnCllt  S°  that   the  .harp 

ajs    of    sunlight    may    flood    it.    you 

^eel   an    impulse    to  stand   erect    and 

fhe6  u^Vu4'  l8'  lf  y0U  hal1  from 
the  land  of  the  Cavaliers.  It  ta 
Mars«  Robert! 


Rarely  Sold  Paintings. 

When  Nachtrieb  painted  the  Lee 
portrait  no  one  knows.  It  is  not  =. 
copy  of  any  photograph,  for  there  is 
no  photograph  of  the  Virginia  soldier 
Just  like  this  painting.  Miss  Mary 
Lee,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Gen.  Lee 
so  Anton  Heitmuller  told  me,  used  to 
come  to  his  shop  from  Richmond  and 
sit  for  hours  in  company  with  this 
portrait,  "it  is  the  best  likeness  of 
my  father  I  ever  saw,"  she  told  him 

And    she    kept    on    coming    to   see    It 

until  she  died. 

It  Is  a  bit  singular  that  the  Lincoln 
experts  say  that  Nachtriebs  Lincoln 
portraits  are  the  best  and  most  life- 

ke  we  have.  w.  w.  Corcoran,  the 
Washington  banker,  thought  so  for 
he  bought  one  for  his  gallery 

When  Nachtrieb  lived  he  rarelv 
sold  a  portrait  unless  it  was  a  specni 

he  died^h11  h6/33  tmnS-  So  *^ 
traits •  ♦„  eThad  °n  hand  fl"y  Por- 
Lincoin  ^   P°rtralt   and   »   dozen 

Stor"Sf  a?10nf  ,hem-  T»e  adminis- 
trator of  his  estate  sent  them  here  to 

muK?'oand  that  1S  h°W  Anton  Hei- 
muller  came  into  control  of  them 
And  that;;  all  there  is  to  this  storT 
There  isn't  any  more. 
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July  15,  19*5 


Mrs,  £.  *.  Cola 
7  8.  3k*  St. 
**.  Vsraon,  Cfeio 

Ky  <iear  Madsou 

Thar*  ?ca  for  aftllin  ;  to  Ottf 
d'aoclxx  ^minting  in  your 
pceaetsion  and  it  Mky  bs*    paseitle  that 
ooEie  JLfcy  wo  will  hare  occasion  to  stop  in 
at  Mfc.  Vernon  and  he  work. 

A«  the  pftvAl  thing,  we  are  net 
iatex-waied  in  Lincoln  paintings  beowwe  each 
your  wa  cceuiiiris  Tutntnnding  artist 

to  do  a  new  oil  portrait  of  Lincoln*    W© 
ranch  prefer  this  juethod  at'  using  up  onr  "budget 
icu-  paintings  rather  than  the  acquisition  <X 
separate  it  era. 

\lo  are  quite  tfamiliar  with  the  work 
of  }*,  Kachtrieb  but  do  not  recall  haying  heard 
the  acme  of  Mtea  ?uoker.    Thank  yon  rery  such, 
hoverer*  for  calling  this  painting  to  our  atten- 
tion and  I  hope  we  will  he  able  to  see  it  sow 
day. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


IAVtCBS 

L  .A.Warren 


FAMOUS  PICTURE  OF  GEN.  LEE 
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Nachtrieb's  portrait  of  Geji.  Robert  K.  Lee,  with  Lee's  sash  hang- 
ing on  the  right  side  of  the  frame. 
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